GOODWIN'S

Ellgabeth to Robert Bigelow Chapin of Boston,
Mags, The wedding will take place In October.

Mrs. June Sadler Donnell and Mrs. Jack Gil-
mer are & the Sadler cottange ut Brighton, where
they will spend the summer.

Mr. and Mrs. Ledyand Balley gave a lake
party on Thuiaday night for thelr guesy, J. Tom
ham Richardson of London.
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The Montanya tragedy which In liself became
a cloged incldent a few days ago when the cor
oner's jury in San Franclaco rendered a verdict
that Mre. de la Montanya commited sulclde, has
for reasons (hard to guess) received no publiclty
In the Balt Lake dailies, though it has stirred
things up conslderably in the coast papers which
have contributed much space to the story of the
lttlo dinner enjoyed by Mrs. de la Montanya,
Mrs. Margaret W, Patton, Robert G Hanford and
Charles O. Whittemore,

So much interest locally has heen evinced in
the story of the propeedings leading up to the af
fair, during the sofjourn in the Montanya apart
ments, and the subsequent actions of the ladies
and gallants after the shooting, that a few more
excerpts from the San Franelsco papers are pub
ifshed herewith.

The two married men who loved their fun—
but oh you delalls! the physician, the coroner, in
fact all of the men who knew anything of the
case and who seemed to be so suddenly stricken
with myopla, have now told their stories; the jury
suid “sulcide” and censured Hanford for having
a4 gun; and all bul the unfortunale woman are
froe to go “new worlds to oconguer,” new
G'bsons to mix and new peacocks to view In
the lobbles of fashionable hotels.
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The follow!ng I8 from Town Talk, San Fran-
cisco’'s bright and seintiilating weekly:

“Perhaps If the truth had been told outrlght
there would have been no suggestion of mystery
with reference to Mrs, de la Montanya's sensa-
tional withdrawal from this easy-going sun-loving
world. But It ls the habit of reporters, when they
find they have been decelved, to make it as dis-
agresablo as possible for those that practiced the
deception, A lot of plausible and excusable lylng
was done in the interest of the gentlemen who
were enjoying Mrs. de Ia Montanya's hospitality
ot the time she made her abrupt and discourteous
exle, and as a result those gentlemen were calied
upon to do some explaining which they did with-
out convineing, Thelr story doesn't ring Lrue,
The tone is unusual. Jt strikes the ear with
shoeking unfamiliarity like the musfc of strange
[glunds that corals bulld or submarine voleanoes
uphenve, And now there are rumors of acquaint-
anee that blossomed Into affection, of affection that
bloomed Into love and love that blazed into ado:a-
tion. It I8 all very strange, fantastic and extrava-
pant—the combination of 1 lzs, cipirvoya s and
cocktails, of the melancholia of lost fllusions, and
the madness of moonlight, of married men and
grass widows, absent mind/d officinis and astom-
modating doctors. Yet women have done all
that Mrs. de la Montanyn has done and will do
them again and men will love them none tae
legs." .

“An eventful and somewhat checkered career
wae that which Mrs de In Montanya brought to
a tragle close, Years ago when she was “Blrdie"
Batbier the bavardes of (he dally press davoled
a good denl of space to her doings. Long before
her marriage to Montanya she was reported to
be deeply in love with a prominent business man
of this city, He went to Dawson and she fal-
lowed him, and the newspapers reported that
they were to be married In the Klondike, The
marringe was Indefinitely postponed. It wns
shortly before that that “Blydie” Barbler was be-
queathed o fortune by her sister, Mrs. Harry
PBmerie, which frvolved her In litigation with ber
brother-indaw, the outcome of which was a com-
promise by which she accepted a comparatively
small sum of money, Bmerie, by the way, had
been trented rather shabbily by his  wile. By
marry'ng her he Incurred the disfavor of his
wealthy father who at one time owned a large
part of Contep Costa counly. Cast out of his
father's home Harry Fmerle was ohliged to he-
oome # street car délver to support himself and
wife. The father pnever forgave him, but at the

old men's death the son inherited the family for
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tune which he procoeded to enjoy In royal fashlon,
He indunlged hils wife In the most extravagant lux-
urles, and they appeared to be very happy and
vory much in love. One day Harry Emeric fell {11,
and bhelleving that he was on his deathhed he
deeded all his property to his wife. He soon
recovered and sbout the same time dlscovered
that his wife had grown enld, He demanded his
property back and she refused to give It to him.
While they were squabbling over It Mrs, Bmeric
died, leaving a will by which she begueather the
property to her sister., Hardly had Hmeric sue-
ceeded in recovering the bulk of his property when
he dled.”

James de la Montanya figured In the newspsa-
pers long before he married “Birdle" Barbler. His
first wife was Lora'ne Spencer, dnughter of Judge
Frank Spencer of S8an Jose whom he eruelly de-
serted, Inter kidnaping thelr chlldren and remov-
Ing them from the jurisdletion of the California
courts, To prevent his wife from regaining pos-
pession of the children he became a oftigzen of
France where he lived for several years, In Lime

C. O. Whittemore who recently atiained additional fame

s & diner-out at the spartments of the late
Mrs. de la Montanya.

It became necessary for him o return to this
counry to protect his business Interests and as a
consequence he was obliged to yleld possession
of the children to their mother, One of them Is
now Mrs, Edward Davis. The first Mrs. de la
Montanya s now Mrs. George Terbush.”

“Divorce decrees might have been appropriate
table decorations at the guist little dinner that
preceded Mrs, de la Montanya's death. The
hostess had just been divorced. “Bob" Hanford,
one of the guests, had divoreed hls wife and mar-
ried a divorced womian. Mra. Patton had never
sued or been sued for a decree, her husband, Wil
llam Patton, a prominent Virginia City mining
man, having dled several years ago; but two of
her husband's sisters had the bonds broken that
bound them to their spouses. Mrs. Patton, who
has several young <¢hildren, was formerly Miss
Mnrgaret Rodrigue. Her late husband’'s mother
and sisters moved from Virginla City to San
Franciseo several years ago, and have been prom-
nent soclally here and In San Rafael, One als
ter, Miss Edith Patton, marred Frank Wilds of
Virglina City. She was eventually divorced from
him and afterward married Leonard Chenery of
thiz eity. Another sister, Miss Jessle Patton,
marr'ed Willlam Berry of San Rafael. 8he, too,
Is divoreed. Miss Dorothy Elhel Patton went to
New York, where she studled to he a trained
nurse, ond later went abroad. Hanford's first
wife was Miss Marguerite Harley of Maontreal,
Canpda. Great surprise was occasloned by their
divorce some years ago. Hanford then married
his present wife, Mrg. Gabrielle Cavalsky, who
had just been divorced from her husband, who
wns o dent'st. The second Mrs. Mrs, Hanford is
now fn New York, and the handsome Hanford
home on Russian Hill has been on the market.
Hanford's first wife went to her mother's home In
Montreal after the divorce, and It Is sald that she
nover recovered from the episode, still loviog
Hanford. Late letters report her in London with
Ameriean friends during Ascot week, and Iater
she jo'ned Mre, B Walton Hedges, who hns taken
a house In Wales for the summer. Hanford set-
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tied n generous iortune upon her at the tme of
the divoree”

Below may be found a paragraph or two culled
from soveral yards of the yarn as it appeared In
the Bun Franclseos Chronlele:

Coroner T, B. W, Leland, on his return from
Santa Cruz las! nlght, declared that Hanford and
Whittemore had come to hls private office on Sat-
urday afternoon and sought to have the Inquest
walved, for the reason, as they put it, ‘that they
might escape potoriety.”

“1 told them that this would be impossible"
pays he coromer, “and I warned them that their
actions had already placed them in & position
where they m'ght be suspected of having mur
dered the womian,

“T told them,"” the corner goes on Lo aay,
“that the beller way (o avold notorlely was o
geak I, and my understanding was that they
would go to the coroner'd office and report the
whole thing to my deputy, Kennedy, who had de-
tectives working on the case.”

The doctor was reminded at this polnt that,
In spite of hia good adviee to tha two timid gen-
tlemen diners, that he had himself gone off to
Santa Crus, leaving the detectives to work on the
cage in the dark and in Ignorance of the facts as
he had himegelf fearned them from the two sport.
fvely Inclined but reluctant eye witneasses,

“That 18 so” Leland acknowledged without
hesitation, “and 1 admit it. The truth was, |
wis 50 busy gelting the stores on the Alert that
It slipped my mind, And then Whittemore wus
such a slow talker that he Irritated me and [
wanied to get them out of my office. 1 told them
to go and tell the whole thing to the papers. No,
it f8 troe, 1 didn't tell anybody myself—and I
thought they would do 1L."

When the coroner wns informed that Hunford
and Whittemore had not only not given the truth
fo the papers nor to the pollce, but that pecord-
ing to heir own stalements, that they had left
hig office with the Impression that “the eoroner
was going to do what he could for them.” and
that maybe the dreadful secret that they were
dining with Lorena de Ia Montanya and WMrs.
Margaret Patton might not be heralded from the
housetops even at the Inquest, the coroner wns
surprised,

“They were foollsh,” he sald, "They ought to
have told the truth In the first place, and then
there would have been no mystery. I am usually
careful in these matters myself, but the truth
was [ made nmistake th's time. Whittemore was
g0 dreadfully anxious to avold what he ounlled no-
toriely, and he talked so slow and so long, and
I was in & hurry to get away, that I admit T went
off and did not Inform the detectlves whom I had
working on the ease."

The doctor gays that the story the two gentle.
men with retiring dispositions told to him on Sat-
urday was subsant'ally the same as has now been
publighed.

“When they asked me if the inquest could be
walved, I told them that it could not., and that
the first thing which would be done would be to
place the gun in evidence and that when (i was
dizcovered that it was not the property of Mrs. de
In Montanya that there would he a strong sus
plelon against the owner of the weapon if “he
maintained h's desire to avold notonety, [ told
them they were paving the way for o murder
charge."

Finally agreeing on one story of the shooting,
the three dinner guests and the ocolored mald In-
slsted yesterday that Mrs, de In Montanya held
Hanford's pigtol in her own hand when the fatal
shot was discharged.

Mre. Margaret Patton and Charles O. Whit-
femore say that they were sitting on & couch In
an adjoin'ng room, admiring the view from the
window, The colored maid saye she was in the
kitechen washing the dinner dishes, and Hanford
says his back was turned and that he was in the
not of mixing the Gilbaon cocktadl.

“l can give no other penson for taking the gun
from my pocket,"” Hanford sald yesterday, “than
that T dld 1. 1 have carrled It for many vears,
and rocently 1 have carrled my eye-gluss case in
the same pocket. I always take them both out at
nlght and lay them on the bureau. Why I did it
at this time | cannot say.” * * = e

Mrs. Patton does not remember where she
first saw the gun, bhut thinks one of the mien
eked It up and lald It on the table, She admits
that she told the mald to say taat it belonged to
Mrs, de Ia Montanya, but her memory fulls on
the point of how the gun got into the basket on
the dresser In Mra. de la Montanva's room.

James de la Montanya suld to & Chronlele
mnn:

“That Patton woman rang me ap at 11 o'elock
on Friday night,” he sald, “and told me if 1 want-
aod to see my wife before she was taken to the
morgue | bad hetter come down. 1 sald to her:




